
cover story

AUTOMATIC 
FOR THE PEOPLE

If you think home automation is as far-fetched as The Jetsons’ Orbit City, look over your fence and think 
again. As Sunshine Coast residents seek easier lifestyles in 2009 and beyond, George and Judy are 
actually living next door. Julie Gatehouse discovers that the technology is right here, right now.

 by Julie Gatehouse
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Previously home automation was 
just in high-end homes. Now 

people are more open to how it 
can improve day-to-day liveability

“ “
Paul Bellero didn’t know a lot about home 

automation when he started building his 
family home on the canal front at Parrearra. 
But he knew he wanted it. “I wanted to do 
something special because it’s quite a nice 
house,” he says of the fi ve-bedroom, 
multi-level home with media room and 
bar, pool and pontoon.

Paul, who is a building manager with 
VDM Constructions Bellero and has decades 
of experience in the industry, decided now 
was the time to make provision for this rapidly 
evolving technology.

“It’s very new to me but it’s becoming 
so popular,” he says. “We built three penthouse 
units at Caloundra a few years ago and the 
electrician organised a simple system. I 
was very impressed with how it controlled 
the lighting.”

With the help of his electrician, Paul got 
quotes, visited the showroom of Haymans 

Electrical at Maroochydore and chose the 
Clipsal C-Bus integrated system.

“We’ve got three kids under nine years 
old who like to have lighting on to go to sleep,” 
Paul explains. “It’s all sensored. And when they 
wake up and walk a certain path the lights come 
on as they pass.”

The system also controls blinds, security, 
intercom, pay TV and DVD, the sound system, 
internet and more. “We just use the two 
touchpads or a portable touch screen that’s 
about the size of the DVD player in your car,” 
he says.

For Paul, an outlay of $220,000 to install 
the system, including full cabling to allow for 
future technological advances, was worth it 
– for lifestyle, for security and for controlling 
power consumption. 

He considered it a fair proportion of the cost, 
considering his house and land package is worth 
almost $2 million, and “it’s a bit of a wow factor”.

If you’re building or renovating, 
talk to a  licensed home 
automation expert as well as 
your builder about what options 
might suit your wants and needs. 
This is a specialist fi eld.

Get in early to include home 
automation in your design 
principles and think of the future. 
Technology advances quickly and 
an extra grand for something 
special might be worth it, for 
lifestyle and resale value.
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